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Manhood; the Causes of its Premature Decay. A medical
essay on those diseases of the generative organs emanating
from sedentary habits and indiscriminate excesses, addressed
to the sufferer in youth, manhood, and old age; with practical
remarks on marriage, and the treatment and cure of nervous
and mental debility, impotency, and other urino-genital dis-
eases, by which even the most shattered constitution may be
restored, and reach the full period of life allotted to man.
The whole illustrated with numerous anatomical engravings
on steel, in colour, explaining the various functions, secre-
tions, and structures of the reproductive organs, in health
and disease; with instructions for private correspondence &c."
In the same paper, another advertisement appears of a work,
said to be " Illustrated by twenty-six coloured engravings on
steel, on Physical Disqualifications and Impediments to

Marriage. Just published, price 2s. 6d. ; by post, direct from
the establishment, 3s. 6d. The Silent Friend; a Medical
Work on the Infirmities and Decay of the Generative System.
Part I. treats of the anatomy and physiology of the reproduc-
tive organs, and is illustrated by six coloured engravings.
Part II. treats of the consequences resulting from excessive
indulgence, and their lamentable effects on the system, pro-
ducing mental and bodily weakness, and nervous excitement.
It is illustrated by three explanatory engravings. Part III.
treats of the diseases resulting from infection, either in the
primary or secondary form, and contains explicit directions
for their treatment. Part IV. contains a prescription for the
prevention of disease by a simple application, by which the
danger of infection is obviated. This important part of the
work should not escape the reader’s notice. Part V. is de-
voted to the consideration of marriage, and its duties. The
causes of unproductive unions are also considered, and the
whole subject critically and philosophically inquired into.
The cordial balm of Syriacum is exclusively employed in
treating nervous and sexual debility, impotence, &c.: 118. and
33s. per bottle. Consultation fee, if by letter, &pound;1. A minute
description of the case is necessary, stating age, habits, and
position in society. X5 packets, with advice, -to be had at
the establishment only, by which the fee, &pound;1, is saved."
Your petitioner also begs to inform your honourable House

that he has very carefully examined several of these publi-
cations ; that in a medical and scientific point of view they
are altogether worthless; that they are of the most filthy and
abominable description, and are addressed to the fears and
passions of the ignorant, with the sole view of enriching
their authors, as can be proved before a committee of your
honourable House.
Your petitioner further assures your honourable House

that his professional experience enables him to state, that he
has known several instances in which he has most clearly
traced the commencement of those vices and practices, of
which those advertisements speak, to the perusal of them in
the pages of the journals of the day.

That, fully satisfied that advertisements of this kind daily
lead to the most injurious consequences, and that they are
exerting a most pernicious influence on the health and morals
of the inhabitants of this kingdom, your petitioner therefore
most humbly prays your honourable House to immediately
institute such inquiries, and take such steps as may seem

best, to put, as speedily as possible, an end to so great and
dangerous an evil-an evil by which the temporal and eternal
happiness of thousands is endangered.
And vmir nAt.it.ionAr will evfr nrav.

JOHN CHARLES HALL, M.D.East Retford, Feb. 1, 1849.

Correspondence.

THE FIVE HUNDRED POUNDS MEDICAL REFORM
FUND.

"Audi alteram partem."

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;I feel that I should be guilty of a dereliction in duty,
and aiding in the system of spoliation attempted by the pro-
jectors of the proposed Medical Bill, were I silently to submit
to be deprived of my diploma of M.D., without entering my
protest against the dishonest attempt to rob those who have
worked hard to obtain it.

If one of the results of the efforts of the committee of the
National Institute be to deprive those general practitioners
who are also graduates of a British university of their degree,
because they choose to continue to practise as general prac-

titioners, the sooner the latter separate themselves from the
National Institute the better.

I cannot understand how any respectable body of medical
men (and I believe there are many connected with the
National Institute) can for a moment think of depriving their
brethren of a degree which they have obtained by their own
mental exertions, and paid for besides.

’, I must also acknowledge my surprise at Dr. Christison’s
consenting that such a privation clause should be introduced
into the proposed Bill, to please the London College, when the
members of his own college should naturally look to him for
protection.
As it appears, however, that the graduates of the British

colleges must look after themselves, I shall be glad to lend a
helping hand towards the " Medical Reform Fund," by
guaranteeing a subscription of ten shillings, which I will
double if required.-I am, Sir, your obedient servant,

EDMUND GEORGE, M.D. Edin., M.R.O.S.E. & L.S.A.
Sandgate, Kent, March, 1849.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;I most willingly wish to contribute my mite of ten

shillings and sixpence towards the " Medical Reform Fund,"
with best wishes to the cause.-I remain. Sir. vours trulv.

Coventry, April, 1849. JOHN SOMMERS.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;From your statement in your journal of this day, I feel
satisfied it behoves every duly qualified medical man to sub-
scribe to the " Medical Reform Fund."
Some exertion must be made on the part of some influ-

ential individuals to carry out any measure that will ulti-

mately place the profession on its proper basis. My ten shil-
lings, when required, shall be at the service of the " Reform
Fund:’-I remain. dear Sir. vour obedient servant.

Liverpool, March, 1849. HENRY EMETT.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;I shall have great pleasure in subscribing a guinea
towards the ’’Medical Reform Fund," which I promise to
remit to the proper authorities when required, and remain,

Sir. vnnr obedient servant.
THOMAS BLASSON. M.R.C.S. & L.S.A.

Billingborough, Lincolnshire, March, 1849.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
Mr. Loney will thank the Editor of " THE LANCET" to add

his name as a subscriber of ten shillings to the proposed " Me-
dical Reform Fund."
Hartington, Derbyshire, April, 1849.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR Will you oblige me by appending my name as a sub-

scriber of ten shillings to the list of contributors to the pro
posed Medical Reform Fund."

T a.m Sir your obedient servant.

Bradford, Wilts, April, 1849. W. JARVIS HIGHMORE.

THE ROYAL MEDICAL AND CHIRURGICAL
SOCIETY.

To the Eclitor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;I trust that your observations on the 10th inst., and

those of Dr. Webster, referring to some abuses in the Medical
and Chirurgical Society, may be the means of procuring their
abolition, though the circumstance that several of the council
are junior fellows, elected since 1840, while members who
have belonged to the Society for twenty or twenty-five years,
have never been on any council, and also that referees to
decide upon the merits of papers presented should be arbi-
trarily elected by, and at the same time members of, the
council, never having themselves contributed to the Trans-
actions, is just of a piece with the rest of our system of medical
organization, and it must be confessed that they manage
these things better in France."

Dr. Webster justly observed, that it was from the value
and importance of the published Transactions that the Society
would be estimated by the rest of Europe; and these, I think,
(in common with many others,) have not been of late years,
as an ensemble, calculated to raise the Society very highly in
estimation, as compared with the chief medical societies in
other capitals. The humble attempt which I made to induce


